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 MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 
MONDAY 27TH APRIL 2026 AT 7.00 PM 

SOCIAL CENTRE BELL LANE NORTHCHURCH  
HP4 3RD 

 
 

  
To Councillors: 
Michela Capozzi  Chair 
Mark Somervail   Vice Chair 
Neil Pocock 
Lara Pringle 
Sacha Hughes 
Parul Dix 
Chris Syers  
 
  
Dear Councillors 
You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of Northchurch Parish Council on Monday 
27th April 2026 at 7.00 pm for the purpose of transacting the following business.   
 

            To access the documents please visit www.northchurchparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 
 

 
Usha Kilich 
Proper Officer 
22nd April 2026 
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Full Council Meeting 2025/26 

 
      AGENDA 

 
 

111/25 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 To receive apologies for absence 
 
112/25 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 To declare an interest linked to any item on the agenda  
 
113/25 MINUTES 

a. To approve the minutes of the meeting of the. 

• Full Council Meeting on 30th March 2026 
 

b. Matters arising from previous meetings that are not included as agenda items 
below 

 
114/25 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (15 minutes) 

 
115/25 REPORT FROM BOROUGH/COUNTY COUNCILLORS 

To receive a report from Borough/County Councillors  
To update members from March County Councillor Report 
 

116/25 CHAIR’s REPORT/CORRESPONDANCE RECEIVED 
a. Bulbourne Report 
b. Herts County Council to carry out tree works 
c. Protecting Our Roots 

 
117/25 CLERKS REPORT (verbal) 

a. To produce action list and comments  
b. To update on latest news from DBC 
c. To report on Internal Audit Report 
d. To report on CiL Schedule for approval in May 2026 

 
118/25 ROAD SAFETY 

 
119/25 OPEN SPACE 

a. Cllr Capozzi to update on UKPN 
Cllr Capozzi to update on commercial bin collection 
 

120/25 ALLOTMENT 
a. Cllr Capozzi to update on matters arising from recent visit on plot 81 
b. Cllr Capozzi to update on pothole repair and installation of speed humps 

 
121/25 FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES 

a. Cllr Capozzi proposes to approve the YTD Summary for March 2026 
 
b. Cllr Capozzi proposes to approve the bank reconciliation, receipts and payments 
    March 2026  
 
c. Cllr Capozzi proposes to approve the meeting schedule for 2026/27 
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Full Council Meeting 2025/26 

d.  PRECEPT; Notification of parish funding was confirmed as received on 17th April 
2026. The total amount received from DBC £70,190.73 

 
 

Precept Demand   £49,823.00 
Concurrent Services   £16,100.00 
CiL Payment    £  1,572.79 
Wardens Grant   £  2,694.94 

 
Total for 2026/27   £70,190.73 

 
 

122/25 Exclusion of Press and Public: To RESOLVE that under Section 1 of the Public 
Bodies (admission to meetings) Act 1960 the public and press be excluded for the 
remainer of the meeting, because it is likely that publicity would prejudice the public 
interest by reason of the confidential business to be transacted or for other special 
reasons stated in the resolution, arising from the nature of the business proceedings.  

 
 
123/25 FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 
124/25 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be held on 11th May 2026 at 7.00 pm Social Centre Bell Lane 
Northchurch HP4 3 RD 
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Clerk to the Council: Usha Kilich 

Northchurch Parish Council 

PO Box 2603 

Kings Langley 

WD4 4EJ 

Tel.07543493002 

  Email : clerk@northchurchparishcouncil.gov.uk 

www.northchurchparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 

 

   
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF NORTHCHURCH PARISH COUNCIL 

 30th March 2026 at 7.00 pm at Social Centre, Bell Lane, Northchurch, HP4 3 RD 

 

Members Present: 

Cllr Capozzi  (Chair) 

Cllr Somervail  (Deputy Chair) 

Cllr S Hughes 

Cllr C Syers 

 

Also, present Mrs U Kilich Parish Clerk and six members of the public.  
 
97/25 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 To receive apologies for absence 

Resolved, proposed by Cllr Capozzi, seconded by Cllr Somervail to approve the apologies for 
absence from Cllr Dix, Cllr Pringle and Cllr Pocock.  Unanimously agreed. 
 

98/25 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 To declare an interest linked to any item on the agenda. 
 There were no declarations of interest to record. 
 
99/25 MINUTES 

a. To approve the minutes of the meeting of the. 

• Full Council Meeting on 16th February 2026 

• EOM 9th March 2026 
Resolved, proposed by Cllr Capozzi, seconded by Cllr Hughes to approve the Minutes of 
the meeting held on 16th February and EOM on 9th March as a true and accurate 
representation of the meetings.  Unanimously agreed. 
 

b. Matters arising from previous meetings that are not included as agenda items below 
Nothing to report. 

 
100/25 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (15 minutes)  

Nothing to report. 
 

101/25 REPORT FROM BOROUGH/COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
To receive a report from Borough/County Councillors 
Nothing to report. 
 
 
  
 

mailto:clerk@northchurchparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.northchurchparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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102/25 CHAIR’s REPORT/CORRESPONDANCE RECEIVED 
a. DBC and DMC Consultation (Council only) 
b. Town and Parish Council update (Council only) 
c. Ashridge Estate protecting roots. For more information click here 
d. Have your say on post-16 supported transport policy changes 
e. DBC sets Council Tax for 2026/27 
f. Changed Arrangements for Hemel Garden Communities Supplementary Planning 

Documents Consultation Events – Monday 2 March 2026 
g. Grand Union Canal Transfer. For more information please click here 
h. Berkhamsed Citizens Association on major development on land adj to Blegberry Gardens 

 
103/25 CLERKS REPORT (verbal) 

a. To produce action list and comments 

The Clerk outlined the items requiring resolution and the development of an action plan. 
These included the installation of bollards by Tesco and the placement of wooden bollards 
outside the upper site allotment gate. 
 
The Clerk also confirmed that the SRT lease agreement has been formally concluded and 
duly signed by both the Clerk and the Chair. 

b. To update on latest news from DBC – The news highlighted the Local Government 
Reorganisation. 
 

104/25 ROAD SAFETY 
a. Darrs Lane speeding issues – Due to works on the A41, traffic has been diverted onto Darrs 
Lane rather than Durrants Lane. Although drivers were not exceeding the speed limit, the 
narrow nature of the road resulted in significant congestion. Penalties have been issued, and 
Darrs Lane will continue to be monitored for traffic conditions. Councillor Somervail suggested 
that the road be considered for conversion to single-lane traffic to help manage flow. 
 

105/25 OPEN SPACE 
a. Abandoned car in Northchurch – At the time of the meeting, this was resolved. 

b. Northchurch Common grass cutting of the verge on the dangerous S bend of New Road. 
(Email sent to Cllr Smith-Wright).  Prior to 2020 the grass cutting stopped, the verge is 
owned by Highways.   

c. UKPN is booked in to come on Wednesday 15 and 16 April for the installation of the plinth. 
 

106/25 ALLOTMENT 
a. Allotment inspection date to be determined Allotment holders will be notified. 
b. Allotment potholes - It has been reported that several potholes have formed at the Upper 
Allotment Site due to deterioration of the tarmac surface. Responsibility for the repair and 
ongoing maintenance of these potholes’ rests with NPC 
 

107/25 FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES 
a. Cllr Somervail proposes to approve the YTD Summary for February 2026 
    Resolved, proposed by Cllr Somervail, seconded by Cllr Capozzi, to approve the YTD 
    Summary for February 2026. 
 
b. Cllr Somervail proposes to approve the bank reconciliation, receipts and payments 
    February 2026  

    Resolved, proposed by Cllr Somervail, seconded by Cllr Capozzi to approve the bank  
   Reconciliation, receipts and payments for February 2026.  Unanimously agreed. 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/essex-bedfordshire-hertfordshire/ashridge-estate/protecting-the-future-of-ashridge-estate
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/about-the-council/consultations/schools/personal-travel-budgets-consultation.aspx
https://www.dacorum.gov.uk/home/all-news/2026/02/19/dacorum-sets-council-tax-for-2026-2027?utm_campaign=2984236_Dacorum%20Life%20-%2019%20February&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Dacorum%20Borough%20Council&dm_i=3QGJ,1RYNG,7J7H85,70XV5,1,0,0,0
https://www.hemelgardencommunities.co.uk/
mailto:alex-garrett@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:holly.pidgeon@playinspections.co.uk
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c. Cllr Capozzi proposes to approve a quote for the annual Playground Inspection of 
    £255.00. 
   Resolved, proposed by Cllr Capozzi, seconded by Cllr Somervail to approve the quote for  
   annual Playground Inspection of £255.00.  Unanimously agreed. 
    

108/25 Exclusion of Press and Public: To RESOLVE that under Section 1 of the Public Bodies 
(admission to meetings) Act 1960 the public and press be excluded for the remainer of the 
meeting, because it is likely that publicity would prejudice the public interest by reason of the 
confidential business to be transacted or for other special reasons stated in the resolution, 
arising from the nature of the business proceedings.  

 
109/25 FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

a. Audit Report and Year End Documents 
b. Berkhamsted Tornadoes to agree at the next meeting 
c. Skate Ramp to be taken away and a notice to display  

 
110/25 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be held on 27th April 2026 at 7.00 pm Social Centre Bell Lane 
Northchurch HP4 3 RD 
 
The meeting concluded at 19.24 
 

 
 



UPPER BULBOURNE REPORT MARCH 2026 

Here are the water table readings for the upper Bulbourne which were taken by Bob Farrer between 
noon and 13.00 on Tuesday 31st March on a bright spring day. Following the report are Bob’s monthly 
rainfall report for March, Christian Sévigny’s garden nature notes and Ned Hunt’s most recent 
observations on Rushey Meadow. 

The river continues to flow well through Dudswell, though this month’s readings show the water table 
is now slightly lower than last month. The water is clear, but the increased hours of sunlight have 
caused patches of green blanket weed to form in areas close to the river source where there is 
accumulated sediment on the river bed.  

 

WATER TABLE ON 31 MARCH, 2026 by Bob Farrer 

Dudswell Bridge – the northernmost datum point 

The water table is 1.04 m below datum, a fall of just 6 cm since last month. There is a strong flow of 
clear water about 40 cm wide and 12 cm deep. 

Northchurch Recreation Ground 

No reading was possible because the borehole is blocked about 
80 cm down. 

Here the river is very attractive as the new willow foliage, shown 
here, looks wonderful set against the sparkling clear water and 
surrounding cress plants. The flow is vigorous and audible, 
between 2–5 m wide with a clean gravel bed. The depth of the 
stream varies from approximately 10–15 cm. 

St Mary’s Primary School 

The water table is 64 cm below datum, 9 cm lower than last 
month. The rapid audible flow varies in width from 2–4 m and is 
running over a clean gravel bed.  The depth of the stream here is 
roughly 15 cm. 

 

Billet Lane Berkhamsted – the 
southernmost datum point 

The water table is 1.18 m below 
datum, which is 14 cm lower than 
last month. The strong flow of 
clear water, roughly 15–20 cm 
deep, is passing through all three 
under-road tunnels 

The fallen tree in the river bed 
creates a pretty water fall now 
that the flow is stronger. 

 



RAINFALL RECORD FOR MARCH 2026 by Bob Farrer 

A total of 24 mm of rain fell on Dudswell last month, which is almost half the long-term average for 
Berkhamsted of 47 mm. Contrary to what we might expect, March has been a comparatively dry month 
in Dudswell in recent years. 

There were seven rain days. Several days had dampness and a hint of drizzle but not enough to register 
in the rain gauge. 

 

MARCH NATURE NOTES by Christian Sévigny 

In early March, we were delighted to spot a chiffchaff in a 
silver birch just outside our window. Its arrival is a clear sign 
that spring has arrived, and it is always a pleasure to hear its 
distinctive chiff-chaff song. At this time of year, there is a real 
cacophony of birdsong throughout the day. Blackbirds, great 
tits, blue tits, robins and goldfinches are among the familiar 
voices. We also have quite a few dunnocks taking part in the 
chorus, as you can see from the one I photographed last week. 

Wood pigeons have been busy eating the remaining hawthorn 
berries from last year’s growth before this year’s new leaves appear. They also seem partial to the new 
shoots and buds of the elder trees around the garden. It’s great to see so many trees covered with fresh 
leaves and blossom again at this time of year. While daffodils have passed their best, bluebells have 
emerged alongside wild garlic, adding to the sense that spring is well under way. Our mahonias and 
flowering currant bushes have been alive with bees. 

Many birds are now building nests. Magpies have 
been collecting twigs, often returning repeatedly 
to the same trees, while rooks have been noisily 
repairing old nests or constructing new ones in 
nearby rookeries. A robin carried moss to a nest 
hidden in an ivy-covered trellis, and a female 
blackbird carried a bunch of dead leaves to her 
nest in a leylandii hedge. Birds nearly always use 
evergreen trees as nesting sites for their first 
brood, as this offers a well-hidden spot. 

Mallards remain among the most 
frequent garden visitors and are 
becoming increasingly tame. 
When they see us in the kitchen, 
they hurry over in anticipation of 
food. If ignored, they peer inside, 
sometimes tapping on the patio 
doors or wandering around the 
house to check other windows.  

 



 

One drake even flew up onto a fence by the kitchen to look in and 
attract our attention.  

When the females feed, the males often stand nearby on watch, 
taking their turn once the females have finished. I did witness a 
more aggressive encounter, with one male grabbing another by 
the wing and refusing to let go. We don’t usually intervene in duck 
disputes, but we stepped in to prevent a serious injury. More 
recently, females have begun to appear alone, suggesting they are 
nesting. They arrive hungry, feeding quickly before returning to 
their nests. 

 

 

MARCH REPORT FROM RUSHEY MEADOW 
by Ned Hunt 

Our pond looks rather smaller as I write this, but it’s 
actually much the same level as last month, except 
there’s a lot more water and more grasses, cress and 
rushes that have greened up the margins. It’s now 
regularly home to two resident Canadian geese that 
nested last year much farther down the field.  

Last week we moved our ewes back up from our 
bottom field to fresher pasture nearer home in 
readiness for lambing. At the moment I’m chain 
harrowing some of the enclosures levelling mole hills 
and generally scarifying moss built up especially after 
last year’s drought burnt off so much grass.  

 

 

Over the last few weeks we’ve had the 
pleasure of letting our four rams into the 
new grass field by Hamberlins House. 
They’re only there for a short time before 
it's closed up for hay later in the summer. I 
believe this field has been growing cereal 
crops for over 60 years so it feels special to 
see animals here now and I think adds to a 
traditionally managed pastoral setting 
around Dudswell.  
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Northchurch Parish Council Page 1
Detailed Receipts & Payments by Budget Heading 31/03/2026

Actual Year To Date Current Annual Bud  Variance Annual Total Committed Expenditure Funds Available % Spent Transfer to/from EMR
100 Income

100.0%01076 Precept  46,106 46,106
1023.9%(1,848)1090 Investment & Interest  2,048 200

100.0%01110 O2 Mast  2,500 2,500
95.3%1651120 Sunny Side Rural Trust  3,312 3,477

52,28353,966Income :- Receipts (1,683) 103.2% 0
Net Receipts 53,966 52,283 (1,683)

110 Administration
88.2%3,577 3,5774000 Staff Salary  26,828 30,405

178.3%(3,134) (3,134)4010 Employers NI Contribution  7,134 4,000
83.1%169 1694030 Pension Employer Contribution  831 1,000
90.2%20 204070 Staff Expenses  180 200
0.0%200 2004080 Staff Training  0 200
0.0%600 6004085 IT Equipment  0 600

108.7%(26) (26)4090 Chairman's Allowance  326 300
0.0%300 3004095 Councillors Training  0 300
3.6%289 2894100 Councillors Expense  11 300

115.5%(15) (15)4110 Bank Charges  115 100
77.5%270 2704120 Audit Fees  930 1,200
24.0%1,520 1,5204130 Legal Fees  480 2,000
24.0%114 1144140 Subscriptions & Memberships  36 150

105.6%(140) (140)4150 Insurance  2,640 2,500
0.0%100 1004160 Stationery & Postage  0 100

95.8%5 54170 Telephone  115 120
103.9%(27) (27)4180 IT Support  727 700

46.0%3,240 3,2404200 Grants and Donations  2,760 6,000
0.0%1,000 1,0004210 Elections  0 1,000

47.8%418 4184230 Hall Hire  382 800
107.4%(74) (74)4240 Administration Costs  1,074 1,000 60

0.0%50 504290 Sundries  0 50
53,02544,570Administration :- Indirect Payments 8,455 0 8,455 84.1% 60

Net Payments (44,570) (53,025) (8,455)
6000 plus Transfer from EMR 60 0 (60)

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve (44,510) (53,025) (8,515)

Continued over page
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Northchurch Parish Council Page 2
Detailed Receipts & Payments by Budget Heading 31/03/2026

Actual Year To Date Current Annual Bud  Variance Annual Total Committed Expenditure Funds Available % Spent Transfer to/from EMR
140 Allotments

103.6%(147)1400 Rent Received - Allotment  4,185 4,038
0.0%(480)1405 Allotment Deposit  480 0 210

162.1%(1,553)1410 Water re-charge - SRT  4,053 2,500
112.5%(25)1411 Water re-charge - Lower site  225 200
124.0%(96)1412 Water re-charge - Upper site  496 400

7,1389,439Allotments :- Receipts (2,301) 132.2% 210
21.8%5,869 5,8694250 Maintenance  1,637 7,506

125.6%(640) (640)4400 Water - Upper SRT charges  3,140 2,500
334.3%(469) (469)4410 Water - Lower site charges  669 200
320.3%(881) (881)4420 Water - Upper site charges  1,281 400

10,6066,726Allotments :- Indirect Payments 3,880 0 3,880 63.4% 0
Net Receipts over Payments 2,712 (3,468) (6,180)

6001 less Transfer to EMR 210 0 (210)
Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve 2,502 (3,468) (5,970)

150 Recreation Ground
61.0%3901500 Football Pitch/Sports Income  610 1,000

1,000610Recreation Ground :- Receipts 390 61.0% 0
76.9%1,565 1,5654250 Maintenance  5,208 6,773
50.0%1,250 1,2504500 Grass Cutting  1,250 2,500
75.0%285 2854510 Gate Locking  855 1,140

10,4137,313Recreation Ground :- Indirect Payments 3,100 0 3,100 70.2% 0
Net Receipts over Payments (6,703) (9,413) (2,710)

160 Open Spaces
101.7%(63)1100 HCC Grass Cutting  3,777 3,714
100.0%01600 Open Spaces Income  16,100 16,100
100.0%01610 Warden Services  5,290 5,290

25,10425,167Open Spaces :- Receipts (63) 100.3% 0
92.8%268 2684250 Maintenance  3,445 3,713
26.3%3,228 3,2284620 Cemeteries  1,150 4,378

8,0914,595Open Spaces :- Indirect Payments 3,496 0 3,496 56.8% 0
Net Receipts over Payments 20,572 17,013 (3,559)

Continued over page
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Northchurch Parish Council Page 3
Detailed Receipts & Payments by Budget Heading 31/03/2026

Actual Year To Date Current Annual Bud  Variance Annual Total Committed Expenditure Funds Available % Spent Transfer to/from EMR
170 Playground

144.9%(938) (938)4250 Maintenance  3,028 2,090
292.0%(576) (576)4700 Safety Checks  876 300

0.0%1,000 1,0004710 Repairs  0 1,000
3,3903,904Playground :- Indirect Payments (514) 0 (514) 115.2% 0

Net Payments (3,904) (3,390) 514
180 CIL Projects

0.0%(26,550)1080 CIL Levy EMR Funding  26,550 0 26,550
026,550CIL Projects :- Receipts (26,550) 26,550

0.0%(22,569) (22,569)4191 NPC CiL Project  22,569 0 22,569
022,569CIL Projects :- Indirect Payments (22,569) 0 (22,569) 22,569

Net Receipts over Payments 3,981 0 (3,981)
6000 plus Transfer from EMR 22,569 0 (22,569)
6001 less Transfer to EMR 26,550 0 (26,550)

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve 0 0 0
999 VAT Data

0.0%(7,625)115 VAT on Receipts  7,625 0
07,625VAT Data :- Receipts (7,625) 0

0.0%(7,873) (7,873)515 VAT on Payments  7,873 0
07,873VAT Data :- Indirect Payments (7,873) 0 (7,873) 0

Net Receipts over Payments (248) 0 248

97,551 85,525
(37,831)123,356 85,525
(12,026)

25,806 0 (25,806)

Grand Totals:- Receipts

Net Receipts over Payments
Payments 0 (12,026)

144.2%
114.1%

plus Transfer from EMR 22,629 0 (22,629)
less Transfer to EMR 26,760 0 (26,760)

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve 21,675 0 (21,675)



Northchurch Parish Council
Bank - Cash and Investment Reconciliation as at 31 March 2026

Confirmed Bank & Investment Balances
Bank Statement Balances

NS&I Account31/03/2026 205,475.89
St James Place31/03/2026 0.00
Allotment Tenants Deposit Acco31/03/2026 757.36
Current Account Unity Trust31/03/2026 44,147.62
Reserve Account Unity Trust31/03/2026 0.00

250,380.87
Receipts not on Bank Statement

0.00
Closing Balance 250,380.87
All Cash & Bank Accounts

3 NS&I 205,475.89
4 St'James Place- CLOSED 0.00
5 Allotment Deposit Account 757.36
6 Current Account Unity Trust 44,147.62
7 Reserve Account Unity Trust 0.00

Total Cash & Bank Balances 250,380.87
Other Cash & Bank Balances 0.00



Northchurch Parish Council

Receipts and Payments for March 2026
Date Cheque/Ref Amnt Paid Amnt Banked Stat Amnt Payee Name or Description
02/03/2026 BACS 100 100 Dacorum Borough Council
02/03/2026 203 276 276 SRT Lease Payment
02/03/2026 503 5 5 Allotment difference 
16/03/2026 DD 291.83 291.83 Castle Water
19/03/2026 DD 26.39 26.39 SAGE
19/03/2026 BACS 78 78 Nortchurch Social Centre
19/03/2026 BACS 30 30 Neil Pocock
19/03/2026 DD 32.81 32.81 Castle Water
19/03/2026 BACS 678 678 SRT Lease Payment
23/03/2026 DD 47 47 ICO
23/03/2026 BACS 1911.84 1911.84 Usha Kilich
25/03/2026 BACS 576 576 Acuity Law
30/03/2026 BACS 1986.02 1986.02 HMRC
30/03/2026 BACS 125 125 Stephen Broom
30/03/2026 BACS 126 126 TEEC
30/03/2026 3003 66 66 Allotment Rent
31/03/2026 BACS 1281.6 1281.6 UK Power Network
31/03/2026 DD 3 3 Unity Trust
31/03/2026 BACS 9.1 9.1 Unity Trust

7302.59 347

Signatory 1:
Name Signed Date ................................
Signatory 2:
Name Signed Date ................................



NORTHCHUCH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING DATES 2026/27 

All Planning meetings start at 7.00pm (OR 7.30 pm when council meeting is on) 

Parish Council Meetings will start at 7pm.  The venue will be on the agenda when released. 
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